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I. Depth of Knowledge Level 1 Recall  - I am able to define the vocabulary and phrases associated with the benchmark C.2.4 The Bill of Rights 
Bill of Rights - the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution
cruel and unusual punishment - punishment prohibited by the Eighth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; includes torture or other forms of punishment too severe for the crime committed 

double jeopardy - the prosecution of a defendant for a criminal offense for which he has already been tried; prohibited in the Fifth Amendment to the U. S. Constitution

due process of law - a system of justice according to established rules and principles; based on the principle in the Fifth Amendment that a person cannot be deprived of life, liberty, or property without appropriate legal procedures and protections

establishment clause - The First Amendment's Establishment Clause prohibits the government from making any law “respecting an establishment of religion.” This clause not only forbids the government from establishing an official religion, but also prohibits government actions that unduly favor one religion over another. Often referred to as "separation of church and state".

eminent domain - the right of the government to take private property for public use; the Fifth Amendment requires that fair compensation be made when property is taken under eminent domain

equal protection under the law - a guarantee under the 14th Amendment that a state must treat a citizen  or class of citizens the same as it treats other citizens  or classes in like circumstances

pleading the fifth - the act of a person refusing to testify under oath in a court of law on the grounds that the answers could be used as evidence against him to convict him of a criminal offense 

right to bear arms - the idea in the Second Amendment that people have an individual right to own and carry weapons

right to legal counsel - the right of a defendant to be assisted by an attorney, and if he cannot afford his own lawyer, the government must appoint one for him; established in the Sixth Amendment

search and seizure - the process by which police or other authorities who suspect that a crime has been committed do a search of a person's property and collect any relevant evidence to the crime; protection from illegal search and seizure is in the Fourth Amendment

trial by jury - a trial in which the issue is determined by a judge and a jury, usually with 12 members, whose job is to determine facts and make a judgment of guilty or not guilty; protected in the Sixth Amendment

unenumerated rights - according to the Ninth Amendment, any right that is not specifically addressed in the Constitution still may be protected (e.g., privacy, marriage)

II.       Depth of Knowledge Level 2 Basic Reasoning - I am able to explain the importance of each freedom associated with the first amendment. (Hint...RAPPS!)   
Examples:  Freedom of the press is important so we are not getting our information from one source; the government.  Freedom to assemble is important so we can attend meetings and belong to clubs and organizations. 


III. Depth of Knowledge Level 3 Strategic Thinking/Complex Reasoning - I am able to classify the Bill of Rights into the following categories:  Protection of Individual Freedoms, Rights of the Accused and Limits on Government. Examples:   

1st amendment - freedom of religion, assembly, petition and speech are Protection of Individual Freedoms.

2nd amendment - right to bear arms is Protection of Individual Freedoms

3rd amendment - right to not quarter soldiers in our homes is Protection of Individual Freedoms.
4th Amendment - no unreasonable search and seizures by government is Limits on Government.

5th amendment - government can't take property without compensation is Limits on Government. 

5th amendment - right to not be a witness against yourself, due process of law and double jeopardy are Rights of the Accused. 

6th amendment - right to a speedy and public trial by impartial jury and right to an attorney are Rights of the Accused. 
8th amendment - no cruel and unusual punishment is Rights of the Accused.  

9th amendment - people have more rights than what is listed in the Constitution is Protection of Individual Freedoms. 

IV. Depth of Knowledge Level 4 Extended Reasoning - I can apply and relate information to real world situations such as determining if a rights violation occurred and what amendment would provide protection for that violation.
Example 1 - In 1961, a California law made it a crime for a person to be addicted to drugs and required a minimum sentence of 90 days in jail if a person is charged with the crime. Lawrence Robinson was convicted under the law and sentenced to at least 90 days in jail. Robinson claimed that the 90 day jail sentence was cruel and unusual punishment. 

Right violated - no cruel and unusual punishment
Amendment - 8th 

Example 2 - Congress wants to find ways to cut costs and passes a law to require American citizens to house US soldiers in their homes during times of peace.
Right violated - no quartering soldiers in our homes Amendment - 3rd



























