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I. Depth of Knowledge Level 1 Recall  - I am able to define the vocabulary associated with the benchmark C.1.7 Separation of Powers/Checks and Balances and C.3.3 Structure and Function of the Government according to Articles I,II,III of the Constitution
· Article-a numbered chapter or section of a contract, treaty, or constitution

· coining money-the power of the legislative branch to print money (coins and bills) for use

· enumerated powers-the powers specifically named and assigned to the federal government or prohibited to be exercised by the states under the U.S. Constitution, also known as delegated powers

· executive branch-the branch of government that enforces the laws made by the legislative branch

· impeach-to bring formal charges of wrongdoing against a public official (such as the U.S. President)

· judicial branch-the branch of government that interprets the laws made by the legislative branch

· legislative branch-the branch of government that creates laws

· necessary and proper clause-the power of Congress to make laws that they need to carry out their enumerated powers (also known as the Elastic Clause because it allows Congress to stretch their powers) 
· checks and balances - a principle of the federal government, according to the U.S. Constitution, that allows each branch of government to limit the power of the other branches

· constitutional government - a form of government based on a written set of laws that all citizens agree to; in this form of government, the constitution is the highest law of the land

· judicial review - the power of the U.S. courts to examine the laws or actions of the legislative and executive branches of the government and to determine whether such actions are consistent with the U.S. Constitution

· limited government- a government that has been limited in power by a constitution, or written agreement

· Marbury v. Madison - U.S. Supreme Court case that established judicial review

· separation of powers - the structure of the federal government, according to the U.S. Constitution, that sets up three branches with their own distinct powers and responsibilities

II. Depth of Knowledge Level 2 Basic Reasoning – I am able to recognize examples of separation of powers and checks and balances and determine which branch of government is assigned power.  I am able to determine which article in the US Constitution sets up the branches of government.  
	Introduces laws
	Legislative
	

	Signs bills into law
	Executive
	

	Coins money
	Legislative
	

	Nominates Supreme Court justices
	Executive
	Checks Judicial Powers

	Declares war
	Legislative
	Checks Executive Powers

	Approves appointments
	Legislative
	Checks Executive Powers

	Vetoes bills
	Executive
	Checks Legislative Powers 

	Interprets/makes meaning of laws
	Judicial
	Checks Legislative/Executive Powers

	Serves as commander-in-chief of the military
	Executive
	

	Issues a pardon
	Executive
	Checks Judicial Powers

	Overrides presidential vetoes
	Legislative
	Checks Executive Powers

	Borrows money on behalf of the United States
	Legislative
	

	Makes treaties
	Executive
	

	Approves treaties
	Legislative
	Checks Executive Powers

	Impeach 
	Legislative
	Checks Judicial and Executive Powers

	Declares laws/treaties unconstitutional
	Judicial
	Checks Legislative/Executive Powers

	
	
	

	Article I
	Legislative
	

	Article II
	Executive
	

	Article III
	Judicial
	

	President, Vice President and Cabinet
	Executive
	

	House and Senate (Congress)
	Legislative
	

	Supreme Court
	Judicial
	


III. Depth of Knowledge Level 3 Strategic Thinking/Complex Reasoning –I am able to analyze how government power is limited by separation of powers and/or checks and balances.  Examples:  
Which branch of government is being checked when the President nominates federal judges to their positions?  Judicial
Which branch of government is being checked when the Legislative Branch approves treaties?  Executive
Which branch of government is being checked when the President vetoes a bill and prevents it from becoming a law?  Legislative 

How does the Legislative Branch check itself?  Bills must be approved in both the House of Representative and the Senate
IV. Depth of Knowledge Level 4 Extended Reasoning - I can apply and relate information to real world situations.  Example:
Pardons were granted to hundreds of thousands of men who had evaded the draft during the Vietnam War.  How was the president of the United States able to pardon these men?  According to the United States Constitution, the president is specifically granted the power to grant reprieves and pardons.  In doing so, he is checking the powers of the judicial branch of government.  
How do the separation of powers and checks and balances limit the powers of the government?  The cooperation of two branches for many government actions is required. This prevents one branch from becoming too powerful. The president has the power to negotiate treaties with foreign nations, but the senate must approve those treaties.  The legislative branch has the power to write legislation, but the president must sign it into law.   
